MODERN FERMENT

A POWERof assimilation and synthesis has throughout
the ages characterised the Indian spirit. We have seen its
workings in the religious thought and social institutions of
ancient India, It is equally manifest in the persistent efforts
at the conciliation of conflicting tendencies during the medieval
period. Civilisations with differing history and background
were sought to be cast in one common mould. The genius of
opposing cultures united to produce a rich and complex pattern
of unrivalled bauty. Before the pattern could be completed,
new and strange ingredients were introduced from a novel and
unexpected quarter. In fact a new phase in the history of the
world began with the appearance of the seafaring nations
of Europe on the Indian scene.

Perhaps the most distinctive feature of the modern age
is man's increasing use of science to control the forces of nature.
Beginning about the seventeenth century, this has developed
at an accelerated pace with every passing decade. Distance
and physical obstacles have been largely overcome. New
forms of energy have been harnessed to man's purposes. This
has led to a completely new situation in human affairs. In
the past, history was largely localised. Difficulties of communi-
cation retarded the movement of both men and ideas. Regional
cultures could have flourished in comparative isolation in such a
context but today this is no longer possible. Every region and
culture affects and is affected by every other culture and region.

Modern India is thus inevitably the focus of many forces.
Science has transformed the earlier situation which enabled
her to escape much destruction and suffering because of her
location in one corner of the Eurasian continent. As if to
underline this change, even the manner in which these new
forces impinged upon her was new. Her previous contacts
with the outside world had been predominantly by way of land.
It was through land routes that succeeding races and tribes
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